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I.THE CONTEXT OF SOURCES

LUCIAN OF SAMOSATA (c. 125- after 180 CE)

émel 8& GG pév eiyov PAachnudy, ALC 88 ENéyxwy, TO TeheuTaiov i8N 6 AlokAfg Ebn undE v apxnv Beitdv eival
T Baywa petamoleioBatl dhocodiog kai tv €’ aUth Aploteiwv e0vouxw ye Ovty, GAAG TOUG ToloUTtoug oUy OTwG
TOUTWV amokekAgioBat N&lou, GANG Kai ieplv aUTWV Kai Teptppavinpiwyv kai TV Koy ATAVTWY GUAAOYWY,
SuooLWVIoTOV TL Arodaivwy kai Sucdvtntov Béapa, € Tig Ewbev £€10v &k TiS oikiag iSot ToloTTdV Tiva. Kal oAU Av O
mepl TouTou Adyog, olte Gvdpa olte yuvaika eivat TOV gUvolyov Aéyovtog, GAN& TL OUVOETOV Kol MIKTOV Kol
Tepatdeg, £€w ThG AvBpweiag PpUoew.

But when they had insulted each other enough and had filled each other with incriminations, at last Diocles denied in
conclusion that Bagoas could be allowed at all to engage in Philosophy or to profit by its rewards by being a eunuch, but
that such individuals deserved to be excluded not only from these pursuits but even from the temples themselves, from
sacred ablutions and from all public gatherings, stating that it was an ill omen and an execrable spectacle if one met such an
individual on leaving his house in the morning. And he delivered a long discourse on this subject, making it clear that the
eunuch was neither male nor female, but a compound, hybrid and monstrous, foreign to human nature.
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I.THE CONTEXT OF SOURCES

CLAUDIAN (c. 370- c. 404 CE)

quo struis hos auri cumulos? quae pignora tantis succedent opibus? nubas ducasue licebit: numquam mater eris, numquam pater; hoc tibi
ferrum, hoc natura negat.

For what do you accumulate these heaps of gold? What children will inherit such great riches? You may marry (as a woman) or take a wife
(as a man): you will never be a mother, never a father; one thing is forbidden to you by mutilation, the other by nature.

Against Eutropius, 222-225. Ed. Hall, 1 985; trans. Bejarano, 1993 (modified).

linquite femineas, infelix turba, latebras, alter quos pepulit sexus nec suscipit alter, execti Veneris stimulos et uulnere casti, mixta duplex aetas
inter puerumque senemque nil medium; falsi, conplete sedilia, patres, ite, noui proceres, infecundoque senatu Eutropium stipate ducem;
celebrate tribunal pro thalamis, uerso iam discite more curules, non matrum pilenta sequi.

Wretched mob, abandon the refuges of women you, whom one sex has rejected and the other does not assume you, with the stimuli of
Venus cut off and chaste by this wound; two ages have mingled in you, and between the child and the old man there is nothing in between. Ye
false fathers, fill the senators' seats; advance, new proceres, and accompany your chief Eutropius as a barren senate. Frequent the courts
instead of the bedchambers, learn now, reversed customs, to follow the curule chairs, not the matrons' bunks.

Against Eutropius, 466-474. Ed. Hall, 1 985; trans. Bejarano, 1993 (modified).
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I.THE CONTEXT OF SOURCES

BASIL OF CAESAREA (330-378 CE)

Ei &€ Kal Mo PTUPWY XpPela, ou SolUMot otrjcovtal, oUbdE gUvVoOUYWV YEVOG
ATipov Kai now(b}\sepov toUto 6n toUto, GBniv, Gvavdpov, yuvaitkopaveg, EmilnAoyv, kakduioBov, 6§0BuUoY, ONALSPLSES, yaoTpid
ouAov, Xpucopavag, annvsg kAauoidetmvov, eUpeTdBAnToY, Auetddotoy, tdvdoxov, ATPOoKOPES, avikOv Kai {nAdtuTiov- Kai Tl ydp
€t eimely, oUv  aUTtff Tt yevéoel o1dnpokaATASIKOV. I'qu olv ToUTwv yvwpn Opdr, wWv kol of TOSEC
otpePAoi; OUToL cwdpovolot pév Gpcda Si& o1drjpou- paivovtat &8 aKapna St oikelav aloxpomta Oy, oUtol oTrjcovTat T Kpioe
WG HAPTUPES, GAN OdpBaApoi Sikaiwy, kai OPelg AvEplv teleiwv- Oool Tdte OpWot, TIPOG & BAémovteg viv eioi ouvéoel.

And if there be need also of witnesses, slaves will not stand forth, nor any disreputable and utterly accused race of eunuchs, —yes, | mean
just that—a race, neither feminine nor masculine, woman-mad, envious, of evil wage, quick to anger, effeminate, slaves to the belly, money-
mad, coarse, grumbling about their dinner, fickle, stingy, ready to accept anything, disgusting, crazed, jealous —and yet why say more ?—at
their very birth doomed to the knife ! How then can these possess true judgment, whose very feet are twisted ? They are chaste without
reward—thanks to the knife ; and they rave with passion without fruition—thanks to their own lewdness. These will not stand as
witnesses at the judgment, but the eyes of just men and the countenances of whole men—all who then see with their eyes that which
they now gaze upon with their understanding.
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I.THE CONTEXT OF SOURCES

GREGORIUS OF NAZIANZUS (c. 329-390 CE)

‘E€wveltat 8¢ T(v €v TéAel TOUG d)t)\oxpuoouq néov fj dphoypiotoug (eUmopia yaip Av alT® T& TOV TEVATWY, KOKRG Somowwpsva) KA
TOUTWV pa)\tora ToUG YUVAUKWSELS T Kol £V AvSpdotv vdvSpouc, kal AudiBohouc pév o yévoc, Tpodridoug 8& Triv AoéBetav- oic oK oid'
Omwg kai 0Bev ol ‘Pwpaiwyv BactAeig, T@ TV yuvaik®Vv TLOTEVOUEVOLG, TA TV AvEplV £yxeLpilouat.

He [George of Cappadocia] purchased those in authority who were lovers of money rather than lovers of Christ—for he was well supplied
with the funds for the poor, which he embezzled—especially the effeminate and unmanly men, of doubtful sex, but of manifest impiety; to
whom, | know not how or why, Emperors of the Romans entrusted authority over men, though their proper function was the charge of

women.
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I.THE CONTEXT OF SOURCES

R

The One-Sex

ARISTOTLE .

. THE HisTORY BOdy On Tl'lal: The
Kai e0volyot oU yivetat parakpdg Sid to €ig 10 BAAL petafdMhely. Kai T0ig UoTtepoyeVveig Tpixag i bl Classical and Early
ou ¢vouacty i artofdiouaty, Gv Tuxwaotv £xovteg oi eUvolyot, ARV THG APNG: kai yap ai yuvaikeg N Conrexs

TaGg pév oUk Exouot, tag &' emi tf) ABN Pvouciv. N ¢ mripwolg altn €k tol Appevog gig TO BAU Modern Evidence

uetoBoAr] oty (Arist. Gen an. 784a7-12).

"Nor does the eunuch become bald because he is transformed into the feminine. And the hairs that
come out after birth, the eunuchs do not grow or they lose them if they have them, except those of
the pubis, because women also do not have the hairs that come out later, but those of the pubis.
This mutilation is a change from the masculine to the feminine".

Gen an. 784a7-12.
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ILTHE SOCIAL ENVIROMENT

Eunuchs Bearded men Clergymen
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St. Protus and St. Hyacinth, eunuchs. South wall, Narses, next to Justinian I. San Vitale, Coronation of Basil Il. Skylitzes Matritensis (12th c.), BNE.
Sant’Apollinare  Nuovo, Ravenna (6th c.). Source: Ravenna (6th c.) Source: Wikimedia Source:Wikimedia Commons
Wikimedia Commons Commons
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IHLLWHICH EUNUCHS?

Eitig v véo® Umo fatpGv éxetpoupyridn, i Umd BapBdpwv £EeTuridn, oUtog pevétw év
T, KANpW:" &i &€ T Uylaivwy Eautdv €€€tepe, toltov Kai €v T KAjp® é€sTalduevov
nenaloBat mpooriker kol €k o0 Selpo undéva tWv tooltwv ypfvar mpodyeaBa.
"Qomep 8¢ tolto mMpddnAoy, Ot mepi TV Ermtndeudviwy O TPAYUA Kol TOAPWVTWY
gautoUg EKTEpvVELY, giprtal, oUTwg gitveg Um0 BapBdpwv fi Seomotv eUvouyicOnoay,
gUpiokotvto AMNwg G&lol, Toug ToloUTtoug £ig KAfjpov TipoacieTal O Kavwv.

If any one in sickness has been subjected by physicians to a surgical operation, or if he has
been castrated by barbarians, let him remain among the clergy; but, if any one in sound
health has castrated himself, it behooves that such an one, if [already] enrolled among the
clergy, should cease [from his ministry], and that from henceforth no such person should be
promoted. But, as it is evident that this is said of those who willfully do the thing and
presume to castrate themselves, so if any have been made eunuchs by barbarians, or by
their masters, and should otherwise be found worthy, such men the Canon admits to the
clergy.

Council of Nicaea, |.Trans.: Labbe.
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THE PROBLEMWITHTHE “THIRD GENDER” CONCEPT

* Abhistorical and essentialist taxonomy (“etic”’ concept).
* Contemporary West as the measure of everything (Towle & Morgan, 2022).
Discourages reflection on the use and application to the past of the modern

categories of “man”/”’woman”.

* Unconscious reliance on genitalia as gender marker. Other gender markers in
pre-industrial societies, like clothing (vid. King, 2013; Barthes, 1967).

 Artificial homogeneity.

Burrnesha. Source: Jill Peters
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SOME PROPOSALS

* Towards an “emic” approach.

* Understand categorizations and definitions as non-absolute.

Hijra. Source: Wikimedia
Commons

* Return to the idea of gender performativity (Butler, 1990).

* Acknowledge and accept contradictions: 'Thomme pluriel (Lahire, 1998)

Bernard
Lahire

L'HOMME
PLURIEL

Les ressorts de l'action

Gallus. Source:
Kockner, 2017: 383-
384.
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