Areearly writersand readers mor e successful than their counter parts?
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Abstract

There exists an increasing number of scientifiticbutions focused on the influence of
the attendance to early childhood and/or prepriredrycation on the future academic track of the
students, which employ the quarter of birth of shedent as a proxy for infants’ maturity. The
present work goes a step further by employing médron on the precise time when children
begin to exhibit the basic competences (readingvaitihg), controlling by the effect of the
quarter of birth, for andalusian students aged Lé+id 14-15.

This study uses descriptive analysis as startiiigf po specify multivariate estimates for
the age at which the student began to read ane,vagether with students’ quarter of birth.
Moreover, the effect of these variables on theliliked of repeating a course has also been
analyzed.

Results show that the quarter of birth and thewlgen the student began to read and
write affect students’ early academic achievemegmimary education— and the likelihood of
repeating, but this effect is weakened once noratgus reach age 14-15. In addition, students
from households where parents have a low levetlo€ation present a late start in beginning to
read and write and, thus, lower achievement thain tfider counterparts. This highlights the need
to increase the investments in public early edoodir students living in this kind of families —
by increasing the supply of public early educafiaces and scholarships—, so they can develop
these competences as soon as possible. This kiimteofentions could have a relevant role in
fostering higher social mobility.
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