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Abstract: This paper aims to be a summary presentof the crite-
[> <

ria and perspectives involved in the choice and descri of theleitieg
mentioned by Strabo in Book III of his/Geography: To this end, by way

of introduction and before delving into the pages devoted to Iberia in

a monographic way, some questions will be dwelt on which, although

widely known, should not be ovetlooked when trying to understand

the chorographical description constructed by Strabo. Having contex-

tualised Strabonian literary production as a whole, we will focus our

attention on(beele]II and, more specifically and as has already been

mentioned, on the elements that mark the way|cigies are presented in

Hispanic territories.

1.A necessary contextualisation

As is well known, there is very little biographical data available on Strabo,
and all of this, without exception, comes from internal references made in his

Geography'. The first years of his life are marked by the serious political-mil-

3373

*This work is part of the research project ““Ancient geography and ethnography of the
Iberian Peninsula from Eratosthenes to Ptolemy: describe the space and draw the map>”
(PID2020-117119GB-C21). ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4528-0870.

For Strabo’s textual quotations, we have used the edition by S. Radt. Translation from
Spanish to English: David W. Wilson.

! In order to trace the biographical development of Strabo, the following works, some

of them already classics, may be useful: Honigmann 1931, cols. 76-155; Aujac—LASSERRE

Mariachiara Angelucci (scientific editor), Urban Space in Historical Geography,
Alcald de H. — Sevilla, 2022, pp. 71-100 é& Monografias de GAHIA, |
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72 ENCARNACION CASTRO-PAEZ

itary events that are taking place in the Mediterranean. His birth, around 64
B.C., coincides with the end of the independence of the kingdom of Pontus,
his native land. The active participation of his family, with varying degrees
of luck, in the intrigues that led to the fall of the Mithridatic dynasty would
bring about his ruin when Pompey succeeded Lucullus in the eastern territo-
ries’. These family setbacks will not rob Strabo of the educational and intel-
lectual cursus honorum expected of a young man in his position. In this way,
in his youth he will come into contact with the main schools of thought at
the hands of recognised masters and will undertake journeys that will lead
him to know, first hand, the territories of the eastern Mediterranean front,
Greece, Egypt and the Italian peninsula. All this in a social and cultural en-
vironment that, given indirect references, such as his various stays in Rome
or his journey along the Nile accompanying his friend, the Prefect/GaiasAu-
ks, had to be, in all probability, bilingual. Strabo attributes a central role in
the development of culture to which the Romans are directly indebted to
the Greeks®. This influence has extraordinary consequences from a political
point of view, as it was at the root of Rome’s domination of the world’. As a
privileged witness to the fall of the Mithridatic monarchy and the definitive
disappearance of the Ptolemies in Egypt, Strabo is also fully aware that the
fragmented political map that emerged after Alexander’s death in the eastern
Mediterranean is now a thing of the past. Greece and the Aegean have been
permanently displaced from their role as the political and geographical cen-
tre of the ecumenical world®, giving way to Rome, which is in the process of
completing its transformation, both externally and internally, into the only
power in the Mediterranean. Although Greek by birth and education, Strabo
grew up in Roman environments and, in his writings, the author is concerned
with giving an account of the complex historical process that led to the birth
of a new geostrategic order on an ecumenical scale. The Pax Romana led by
Augustus had brought with it the overcoming of the inveterate Greek versus
barbarian antinomy, replacing it with that of Roman versus non-Roman or

1969, pp. VII-XLVII; CLARKE 1997, pp. 92-110; ENGELS 1999, pp. 17-44; Duteck 2000;
RoLLER 2014, pp. 1-34.

2 STR., X 4, 10.

3Str., 115, 12; XTI 11, 5 and XVII 1, 46.

4 STR., IX 2, 2.

5 Birascar 1998, pp. 1079-1097, esp. p. 1094.

¢ PRONTERA 2011, pp. 167-182, esp. p. 168.
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foreign’. Although this statement must be qualified® and cannot be applied in
the same way to all the descriptions contained in the Geography®, Strabo does
not hesitate to recognise the almost absolute might of the conquering pow-
er'® and defend the need for a political society overseen by a single leader and
under a single administration''.

It is, as we say, in this political and cultural context of transit between Re-
public and Empire that Strabo will begin his literary activity. As Strabo himself
points out, the composition of his Geography was preceded by the writing of
extensive historika Hypomnémata', If we follow the communis opinio, this work
would have comprised of forty-seven volumes, of which the first four would

probably have been an introduction that would have served to present the pe-
riod prior to 146 B.C."”. From the fifth book onwards, he would have faced the

7 CLAVEL-LEVEQUE 1974, pp. 75-93, esp. p. 85.

8 Although, in the first instance, the use of the opposition as a descriptive mechanism
of ethnicities constitutes the framework of the Strabonian narrative, the defining criteria
of ethnicity are much more complex for the author, especially in the case of civic identi-
ties, since this definition involves specifying the real impact of Rome on the emergence of
the different provincial identities: VAN DER VLIET 2003, pp. 257-272. Likewise, Strabo’s
interest in ethnography differs, by far, from traditional Greek models, of which Herodotus
would be the most prominent representative, to come much closer to a rhetoric of justifi-
cation of the conquest based on the disinterest which certain peoples would generate pre-
cisely because of their degree of barbarism: VAN DER VLIET 1984, pp. 27-86.

9 Thus, the civilizing role of Rome will be much more emphasized by Strabo in the
books dedicated to the West. In some areas of Iberia and Gaul or in Germania, the au-
thor would link the progress of civilisation and the primacy of order over barbarism to
the advance of the Roman armies. On the contrary, presenting the image of the Anato-
lian and Euxine territories, Rome would be, in many cases, presented as a simple foreign
power that is focused on eradicating the last strongholds of independent Hellenism: Las-
SERRE 1982, pp. 892-894. A more nuanced position from an ethno-cultural perspective in:
WooLr 1994, pp. 116-143.

10 STR., VI 4, 2 and XVII 3, 24.

11Str., VI 4, 2 and XVI 2, 38.

12 S7r., 11, 23.

13 Contra RipgEway 1888, p. 84, who, in a pioneering and barely known work, pro-
poses that Strabo would have written, in reality, two historical treatises: one, composed
of forty-three books, would contain the 7a meta Polybiou or continuation of the Histo-
ries; the second work, in four books, would be the one that Strabo himself refers to in II
1, 9, in his criticism of the historians of Alexander and their lack of credibility and would
constitute, in the eyes of this researcher, the historika Hypomnémata per se. He takes up
and defends this same theory: Dueck 2000, pp. 69-70. In line with this hypothesis, some
specialists have proposed that these four books were a History of Alexander the Great:
Oppo 1915, p. 12; PEpecH 1974, pp. 129-145. It has also been suggested that, in his His-
torical Commentaries, Strabo had similarly proposed to continue the Universal History
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task of continuing the S&o#ieiof Polybius, recounting the period between the
fall of Corinth and the destruction of Carthage, the end of the Republic and
the advent of Augustus'®. Unfortunately, only about twenty fragments of this
historical production have survived in the most optimistic of estimates of the
editions®. In spite of this textual loss, certain indications may lead us to infer
the structure of the historical work and, consequently, its aspirations, from the
geographical work'®. It is a recurrent idea that, in the Commentaries, Strabo as-
sumed and made his own the historiographic line opened by Polybius, charac-
terised by the narrative polymorphia and marked by the search for pragmatic
utility, by the selection of arguments considered worthy of memory and agree-
able and by renunciation of the precision of the details. Through the definition
of varied objectives and the use of different literary genres -a point, precisely,
in which originality and, at the same time, the limits of Strabo’s production re-
side-, of the conception of his work as a colossal work, of wanting to have a dual
audience: the soldier-politician and the educated man with broad ranging con-
cerns, Strabo would have defined, as he explains in a well-known paragraph of
his Geography'’, his own concept of historical work. In this, from Herodotus’
intention of safeguarding the feats of men from oblivion and the need for the
permanence of the historical work defended by Thucydides -which would be
added to the principles established by Polybius in his Histories and a certain
background of moral philosophy possibly inherited from Posidonius- to the
direct questioning of political leaders, the main recipients of his work'®, Nor
is it a trivial question as to why Strabo decided to place the beginning of his
work not at the point where the philosopher of Apamea had finished his, as
would have been expected, but to link it to the last events described by Polybi-
us'. From this perspective, it is not unreasonable to think that Strabo intend-
ed to correct the Posidonian work and revive the Polybian Hellenistic vision.
At the time when Strabo was writing, to question the legitimacy of Roman he-

of Ephorus, hence those first introductory books: Pranpt 1988, pp. 50-60. Finally, the im-
pact of Alexander on Strabo’s historiographic production has recently been analysed in
GoMmEez EspeLosiN 2018, pp. 37-56.

14 MappoLi 1988, p. 18; LASSERRE 1982, p. 870.

15 In fact, scholars do not reach an agreement in order to be able to establish a closed
cast of fragments: Otto 1889, pp. 20-214; MULLER, FHG 111, 1849, pp. 490-494; JacoBy,
FGrHist 91; AmBacLIo 1990, pp. 377-424; Birr1 2002, pp. 37-51; RoLLER, BNJ, 91.

16 DiHLER 1989, p. 154; LASSERRE 1984, pp. 11-26.

17S1r., 11, 22-23.

18- AMBAGLIO 1990, pp. 384-389 and 406.

19 Several loosely elaborated explanations have been presented: Honigmann 1931, col.
86; GaBBA 1974, pp. 640-641; AmBAGLIO 1990, p. 393; CanrForA 1999, pp. 263-269.
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gemony, its causes and its philosophical and moral foundations was out of place
in the political-historiographic debate®. The Pax Aug-usteﬂwould have made it
possible for an author like Strabo to undertake the task of re-reading the past
in order to explain a present full of prosperity, balance and peace?'. Strabo’s un-
wavering defence of the civilising mission of Rome®* separates him from some
of his illustrious predecessors and led to him realising that, once the historio-
graphic route had been exhausted, it was necessary, for the sake of this princi-
ple of usefulness to the elites that guides his literary production, to undertake
the writing of a geographical encyclopaedia®.

Contrary to what happened with the Historical Commentaries, Strabo’s geo-
graphical work has reached the present day practically in its entirety, with the
exception of the final part ofbeelg VII, which would most probably have con-
tained, the description of Macedonia and Thrace.

The structure of the work is well known. Thus, it is divided into two clear-
ly differentiated parts. The first two books, also called Prolegomena, contain a
whole ideological and theoretical reflection on geography as a discipline, a fierce
defence of Homer’s authority and a criticism of a list of authors whose selection
is far from random®; after dealing with the dimensions of ecumenism and the
problems of cartography, the final part of beek II closes with a summary de-
scription of the inhabited earth and a critical examination of the astronomical
data essential for its representation of the globe?. With this exercise in erudi-
tion and correction®, Strabo seeks to demonstrate that he respects and knows
those he considers his “predecessors” in the discipline, thus becoming affiliated
with a double Hellenistic literary and cartographic tradition. At the same time,
and through his comments, he draws his own concept of geography, which he
defines as a philosophy, an interdisciplinary knowledge that has to be useful to
the educated man and to the government, in an attempt to lay the foundations
of a literary genre in which history on the one hand, and physical and mathe-
matical-astronomical sciences on the other, converge.

20 In order to understand the changes in position reflected in the historical works of the
three authors it is fundamental, in our opinion: MomiGLIANO 1984, pp. 226-238.

21 AmBAGLIO 1999, pp. 393-395.

22 Str., 11 5, 26.

23 AmBAGLIO 1999, pp. 398-399.

2 ST, 11, 1;1,21-23.

25 Str., 11 5, 1-40.

26 STr., 11 1, 41-48.

27 PRONTERA 1984, pp. 189-256.
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Following this long theoretical prologue, a chorography begins which will
describe to us the ecumenical process in a general clockwise fashion. Thus,
beek I11 is dedicated to Iberia,beelg IV to Gaul, Britannia and Cisalpine Ita-
ly,beeks V and VI to Italy; Northern and Central Europe, Epirus, Macedonia
and Thrace will occupy beelg VII; Greece and its islands will be the protago-
nists of beeks VIII, IX and X; Asia Minor will occupy beeks X1, XII, XIII
and XIV; India and Parthia will be dealt with in the next book; the Near East
be the subject of the XVI and Egypt, Ethiopia and North Africa will serve as
a colophon®. Seen as a whole, the structure of the ecumenical description em-
phasises the sequence of continents — Europe:beeks I1I-X; Asia: XI-XVI and
Libya: XVII — already dictated by the periplus®.

Although not free of incongruities — attributable to errors or overlaps in the
sources used, or to Strabo’s own limitations when it comes to facing theoretical
approaches devised by intellectually more capable minds than his — we cannot
deny that the Geography forms a unicum within the Greek-Latin literary tradi-
tion. This kolossourgia, as its author likes to call it*’, constitutes an extraordi-
nary compendium of different literary traditions: ethnographic, mythographic,
historical, periplographic, cartographic, etc. This circumstance does not pre-
vent us from realising that we are before a complex geographical project with
its own personality, the novelty of which consists in developing, on an ecu-
menical level, an idea latent in tradition since Hecataeus’ times: the geograph-
ical landscape acquires a natural character only if it is described as a historical
landscape, the result of human action, of political action on a given territory’’.
If we read the Geography from this perspective, we are forced to assume a series
of key ideas. Firstly, landscape acquires a geographical nature (and can therefore

28 Tt is striking how the number of volumes devoted to the geographical discipline has
increased along with the advance of this periegetic tradition, in which Strabo’s work is
partly rooted. Thus, the seventeen books of Geography culminate a line opened by the
two Hecatacan books, continued by the seven books oflEudoxo’s I'fic mepiodoc and de-
veloped, in the Hellenistic period, by Artemidorus, in its eleven volumes, and which is
largely a reflection of the sustained increase in the body of information from political-mil-
itary history: MarRcoTTE 2002, pp. LV-LXVI; PRONTERA 2016, pp. 239-258, esp. p. 247.

29 PRONTERA 1992, pp. 277-317. In spj Strabo’s evident reluctance towards periplo-
graphic documentation (I 2, 23; Hﬁ%ﬁ 1, 4; XV 2, 12, for example), this was un-
doubtedly widely used by the author since —besides the information it could provide him
with— it also supplies him with a structural skeleton both for his work, in general, and for
certain sectorial descriptions, in particular: GonzALEZ Ponce 2016, pp. 139-165; CLARKE
2017, pp. 47-59.

30 Str., T'1, 23.

31 Cruz ANDREOTTI 2004, pp. 9-20; Cruz ANDREOTTI 2010, pp. 13-24.
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Figure 1. Diagrammatic itinerary of the chorographical description of the ecumenical
event in Strabo

be described as such), insofar as it is the result of collective action. Consequent-
ly, geography is constituted as a discourse in which the historical dimension
of space is essential. As a direct consequence of the above, Strabo’s text can-
not be read or interpreted as a fixed image of diverse synchronic realities, but
as a description resulting from a cumulative process. Secondly, the cartograph-
ic construction of the ecumene is not the end of the work itself, but occupies
an instrumental place, as it serves to provide a spatial framework for historical
processes. Thirdly, this geo-historical approach conditions the choice of sourc-
es to be used and forces Strabo to make an intellectual effort to give them a new
meaning in order to adapt them to the chosen perspective. Finally — and this
circumstance seems substantial to us for the understanding of Strabo’s work-
the role of the ey in the narrative is not that of the physical description of a
simple geographical entity that has to be located and characterised in a specif-
ic spatial environment, but that of the articulating element antonomasia of the
geo-historical discourse.

2. The Iberia(s) of Strabo

The chorography begins with the description of Iberia inbeek III of Geogra-
phy. In our opinion, its pages contain the practical expression of many of the
theoretical keys that we have just unearthed. Strabo did not personally know
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78 ENCARNACION CASTRO-PAEZ

the western Mediterranean territories, therefore all his considerations about
them are based on the information gleaned from the works of other authors.
This circumstance forces us to question the sources used and the use that the
author makes of them and clearly marks the cartographic, ethnic and cultur-
al picture drawn by the Amaseian, which, as it is made from materials corre-
sponding to different historical stages, presents a marked diachronic character
that is not exempt from incongruities that are sometimes difficult to overcome.
Thus, a first reading offbeelgl 11 shows how Strabo combines, on the descriptive
1’2, a unidirectional perspective of a hodological nature — typical of periplus
and itineraries — and a two-dimensional perspective — in which the use of geo-
metrical references and the mention of spatial landmarks invite us to think that
the geographer was fluent in the field of cartographic knowledge —**, without

leve

this implying, on the contrary, that Strabo designed a set of maps to accompa-
ny his work®®. Although the ultimate aim of his treaty is certainly not to draw
up regional charts, Strabo's compilation of general and partial measures some-
times suffers from a systematic screening that gives rise, at first sight, to incom-
patibilities and incongruities from a cartographic perspective®. Thus, in order
to make the analogy® or strong image of an Iberia similar to an extended ox
hide feasible?’, Strabo attributes a length of 6,000 stades®®, a maximum width
of 5,000°° and a minimum of just under 3,000 at certain points to the Iberi-
an Peninsula, especially near the Pyrenees®. At the same time, he commits the

32 Overall, very descriptive contextualisations of the content ofibeek 111 in: BLAzQUEZ
MarTiNEZ 1971, pp. 11-94; BLAzZQUEZ MARTINEZ 2006, pp. 237-249; Lowe 2017, pp. 69-
78. Much more detailed and transversal are the approaches of: DOMINGUEZ MONEDERO
1984, pp. 201-218; PLAcIDO SUAREZ 1987-1988, pp. 243-256; PRONTERA 1999, pp. 17-29;
TroTTA 1999, pp. 82-99; GArcia QUINTELA 2010, pp. 49-72; CasTRO-PAEZ-MORET 2018,
pp. 73-107.

33 BEKKER-NIELSEN 2017, pp. 125-136, esp. 128; MoreT 2017, pp. 178-191, esp. pp.
178-179.

34 GosseLIN 1790, pp. 4 and 58-59; Dusors 1891, p. 354; PRoNTERA 2010, pp. 81-87.

35 Moret 2017, p. 182. Similarly, we should not lose sight of the fact that, with Stra-
bo’s pen, measurements also have a literary function, since this numerical data helps the
reader to construct their own mental map of the ecumenical world: GEUS—GUCKELSBERGER
2017, pp. 165-177.

36 On comparative procedures as mechanisms in geo-mapping: MaNGant 1990, pp. 57-
76. On the use of geometric figures or familiar objects as a method of “cartographic” rep-
resentation: BERTRAND 1989, pp. 63-73; Dueck 2005, pp. 19-57; Birr1 2012, pp. 181-214.

37Str., 111,30, 115,27 and 111 1, 2.

38 Str., 114,4;115,27 and III 1, 3.

39 Str., 115,27 and 11T 1, 3.

40 Str., 111, 3.
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Figure 2. Proposed restitution of the “map” of Iberia according to Strabo (according to

P. Moret)

aberration of placing Byzantium to the north of Masalia*'. Finally, he stipulates
the height of the Mediterranean triangle — that is, the straight line between
Narbonne and the parallel Columns, Strait of Sicily, Rhodes — in 2500 stades,

preferring, for a cardinal and controversial point on which the construction of

41 Str., 1T 5, 8.
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80 ENCARNACION CASTRO-PAEZ

the figure of Western Europe depends, the use of measurements taken from sea
and land routes, rather than those proposed by Hipparchus*. This choice, to-
gether with the erroneous orientation of the Pyrenees, causes a deformation in
the image of all of Western Europe by lengthening it in an east-west direction.
This cartographic regression with respect to the Alexandrian map is explained
by Strabo’s clear preference for an empirical method to the detriment of the as-
tronomical and mathematical system devised by Eratosthenes® and by a selec-
tion of data guided by a clear political intention**.

To these calculations, we must add the physical limits specified in/beelk]11:
to the east, the Pyrenees, perpetuating, as stated, their erroneous orientation; to
the south, the Mediterranean Sea to the Columns and then the Atlantic Ocean

to the Sacred Promontory; from this cape to the Cape Nerium|would be the
western margin and, finally, from Cape Nerium to the Pyrenees|would be the

septentrional®. So, an almost quadrangular shape is built, with a southwest
vertex on the Sacred (prementesy; a northwest vertex on the Artabrian Prom-
ontory and a somewhat narrower opposite side, drawn by the Pyrenees. The
articulating nodes of this perimeter will be, following the periplographic tradi-
tion, the capes, constituting the orographic water system as the backbone of the
interior spaces®.

Once a coherent general image has been drawn up in which the different re-
gional chorographies can be inserted, the starting point of the description is
set by Strabo on the Sacred Promontory*. This landmark has a double func-
tion. The most obvious, as already stated, is geographical. Strabo considers it
to be the most westetly point in the whole ecumenical world*®, depriving the
Gades-Columns region of its secular role as finis terrae, definitely along the

42 Str., 114, 3;115,8-9 and I1 5, 40-41.

43 MoreT 2017, pp. 182-186.

44 BIaNcHETTI 2008, pp. 17-58, esp. p. 46.

45 Str., 111, 3.

46 PRONTERA 2007, pp. 49-63; CouniLLoN 2018, pp. 125-144.

47 STR., I1I 1, 4-5. The Sacred Promontory has a religious character that has been main-
tained, without the solution of continuity, throughout Antiquity, reaching the medieval
period, both Christian and Muslim. It is in this context that the news of Artemidorus trans-
mitted by the geographer must be inserted: SaLINAS DE Frias 1988, pp. 135-147; RoMERO
REci0 1997, pp. 389-406; RoMERO RECIO 1999, pp. 69-82.

48 Str., 11 5, 14. Although, without much foundation, Berger (ft. I11 A, 2) and Roller (fr.
53) attribute the origin of this information to Eratosthenes, the text is not so clear, leading
us to think more of the source for this precise data being Posidonius, who is mentioned
explicitly and precisely in relation to the observations he made during his stay in Gades,
than Eratosthenes or Pytheas: Moret 2017, p. 173.
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Figure 3. Description by chorographical zones of the Iberian Peninsula in-beehIH
(according to P. Counillon)

path opened up by Pytheas and Eratosthenes. Against this background, the
promontory acquires a fundamental diagrammatic character since, by forcing
a redefinition of the shape and orientation of the Iberian Peninsula, the east-
west projection of Europe as a whole is accentuated even more. At the same
time, the Hiéron Akrdtérion plays a diegetic role in describing the southern
side of Iberia and, description progresses, the western side. From this point
Strabo draws four large chorographical areas: Turdetania, Lusitania, the coast-
al stretch Calpe-Pyrenees and the inland areas from Celtiberia to the Cantabri-
an coast, closingbeelg I1T with the island epilogue®.

This general framework was created, as has been previously stated, in the partic-
ular description of these areas that have just been mentioned, a double geographi-
cal and historical discourse converges through which Strabo establishes — through
a subtle and nuanced subordination of climatic and geographical determinism®

49 CountLron 2007, pp. 65-80.

50 STR., IT 5, 26: ...17ic 6" 0ikNGiHov T0 peEV dvoyeipepov Kol O OpEWOV HoyOnpdg
oikeltan Th @Voel, Empentog 6& AaPovia dyabovg kol To EUVAMG OIKOVUEVE Koid
Anotpikdg fuepodtal, kKabdmep ot "EAAnveg dpn kol méTpog Katéxovteg GKovY KUAMDS
S0 Tpdvoloy TNV TEPL TA TOATIKG KOl TOG TEYVAG KOl TNV GAANY cdvesty TV mepL

PYRE'4

Biov, Popoioi te molAd £0vn mopalaPovieg Kol TV UGV Avipepa did. TOLG TOTOVS
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82 ENCARNACION CASTRO-PAEZ

of the character of the inhabitants of each region® — a centre-periphery model.
In this model, the main parameter to be taken into account will be the capacity
and predisposition of the different populations to develop in a society organized
around thepelig’. However, this radical, gradual and graphic division between the
different Hispanic territories and their respective inhabitants is, in Strabo's words,
already part of the past™, and thewiggis precisely one of the main mechanisms that
Rome will use to integrate the hostile areas of the centre and north of the Iberian
Peninsula into the Augustan Empire.

3. The most powerful and renowned... Thelewties of Iberia in Strabo

A first reading of the Hispanic chorography serves to confirm what has pre-
viously been stated: Strabo constructs his narrative of Iberia around the ab-
sence or presence of|eittes in the different ethnographic areas. The presentation
of these urban-centres has, inbeel I1I, some quite clear characteristic features.
Firstly, the useful character that Strabo wants to imprint on his Geography**
leads us o the antipodes of Plinius. Strabo is not interested in the number
of (eities that populate the peninsula®, hence he considers this as exaggerated
the figure of two hundred that some sources place in Turdetania®®; of boasting
or flattery, the number of three hundred that, according to Polybius, Tiberius
Gracchus would have destroyed in his campaigns of conquest”’; and, directly,
of being unable to distinguish between sillage and e to those others who dare

to calculate the existing eitieg in Iberia®® at more than a thousand. In this way,

TPOEic dvtag §| AAMUéEVOLS | WYuxpoLs 1| G’ GAANG aitiag SuGOIKNTOVG TOAAOTG TOVG TE
GVETTAEKTOVG GAANAOLG EMETAEENY KOl TOVG AypLOdTEPOVS TOMTIK®DG CTjv €510 &avy.

Significantly, the interest in the influence of climatic and environmental conditions is
generally limited, in ancient Greek thought, to peoples who do not develop in a culture of
citizenship: PRoNTERA 2003, pp. 13-26, esp. pp. 14-17.

51 TrompsoN 1979, pp. 213-230.

52 STR., IIT 4, 12-19. THoLLARD, 1987; CiPRES TORRES 1993, pp. 259-291; CiprEs Tor-
RES 2006, pp. 177-197; CiprEs Torres 2012, pp. 235-279; CiprEs TORRES—CRUZ ANDRE-
o1T1, 1998, pp. 107-145.

53 CLAVEL-LEVEQUE 1974, pp. 75-93, for the territory of Gaul but extrapolated to/beeiqI11.

5 Str., 11,22-23.

35 The catalogue would amount to seventy-nine if we follow the Radt edition. See
complete list in CasTRO-PAEZ 2019, pp. 34-45, esp. p. 41.

56 Str., 111 2, 1.

57 Str., 111 4, 13.

8 Ibidem.
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Strabo does not aspire to make an exhaustive and uniform catalogue’ of urban
centres; in fact, a rough sifting through the information reveals precisely the
opposite: a descriptive inequality®® that leads us to ask what selection criteria
he has built his presentation of Hispania on. In our opinion, the first of these
would be the weight that the various literary traditions carry in the way that
Strabo makes geography; then, and in direct relation to the above, there would
be the prior screening imposed by the available sources, all of which are of a tex-
tual nature, given that, as we know, Strabo did not know the peninsula person-
ally, nor did he make use, as far as we know, of complementary oral information
to describe it. In addition to these two conditions, there are two other aspects.
The first of these is linked to the narratological register: Strabo devotes special
and extensive attention to those(eiieg which, for geographical and/or histori-
cal reasons, are, in his eyes, worthy of being mentioned in his discourse®. This
axiological sorting which, as we shall see in some examples, is in itself quite se-
lective, comes to underpin and complement another structural discriminatory
element, on this occasion, in a cultural, ethnic and identity key®': not all territo-
ries have the natural resources which are indispensable for the development of
political life and many, although they enjoy these resources, clash with the in-
nate incapacity of their inhabitants, given their belligerent and harsh attitude,
to making the most of them and organise themselves politically.

Tradition, available sources, epainetic rhetoric and ethno-identity and cul-
tural principles would therefore be the criteria that would have marked, in our
opinion, the selection of'eitieg collected by Strabo in hisdbeeksIII. These crite-
ria are felt, as we will see below, on the two great discursive levels that articu-
late the narrative: the geographical level and historical record. If we focus on
the first of these, we see that urban centres are located, in a general way, taking
as references oro-hydrographic landmarks or coastal features, singularly, capes
or promontories. The cartographic dimension finds its place here in the nar-
rative although, normally, it occupies an ancillary position within the account.
At this level, the possibilities presented by these/eitie from an economic point
of view included: the agricultural and livestock wealth of their hinterland; the
ease of the transportation of people and goods — the navigability of rivers and
marshes is particularly important; the existence of infrastructures — roads, fish-
ing and commercial ports, salt factories, etc. At the same time, if we read book
IIT again, not looking for a fixed image of the geography of the peninsula in the

3 PepEcH 1971, pp. 234-253.
60 CouniLLoN 2007, pp. 65-80.
61 Cruz ANDREOTTI 2019, pp. 1-12; Castro-PAEZ 2019, pp. 34-45.
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84 ENCARNACION CASTRO-PAEZ

first years of the Empire, but starting from a diachronic perspective, we manage
to see, in its lines, the different stages of the Roman conquest and the reflection,
in Hispania, of the political conflicts that shook Rome during the last century
of the Republic. It is in this historical record that an epainetic and axiological
rhetoric around theleiggbecomes more evident. Thus, in the context of the Sec-
ond Punic War, Gades — because of its foedus with Rome; Corduba — because it
was the first colony founded by the victors®’; Saguntum — casus belli of the con-
frontation®; and Cartagonova — in its condition of capital of the Barcids and
because of its strategic position — will be the duvauévor morerg protagonists of
the story. Along with them, Tarraco — the port where the Scipions landed and
untpomoAlg the region® — is also of great interest; and Emporion — as an eco-
nomic bridge between Marseilles and the Levantine coast and for its unique
system of mixed Greek-indigenous government®. At this point in the descrip-
tion, the secular and recurrent prestige of Gades and the Polybian quill seem to

62 Str., I 1, 8: ...8o1t & 1 vijcog adtn TaAha pév ovBev Srapépovsa TdV GALwY,
avopeiq 8¢ TV EvolkovvteV T TTepl TG vavTidog Kol iiia tpo¢ Popaiovg tocadty
gnidootv gig mhoav evtuyiav Eoyev dote kaimep oydtn WOpLUEVT THE VTG OVOUAGTOTATN
TV amood®v; STR., 11 2, 1: ...mA&lotov &’ 1] 18 KopduPa ndéntor (Mapkélhov KTicpo)
Kol 00&N kal dvvdpet kol 1 T@v [oadrtavdv mohe, 1 pev Sl T0g vouTidiag Kol did to
npocBécbot Popaiolg katd coppayiov, 1 6& ydpog apeti) Koi peyébet, mpocshapuBavovtog
Kai Tod Totopod Baitiog péya pépog drnody te €€ apyiic Popaiov te kol tdv Enywpiov
Gvopeg €midektot, kol On Kol TpdOTV dmotkioy TadTnV €ig ToVGdE TOVG TOTOVG EGTEINAY
‘Popaiot.

03 STR., III 4, 6:... oA &’ €ni Odtepa 100 TovKpwvog 16Vl €l TV €KPoAnV ToD
"IBnpog Zdyovvrov kticpo Zaxvvliov, fiv Avwifag Kataokdyog mapd T0 cVYKEIpEvVa
p0og Popaiovg tov dedtepov avtoig EEMye moOAeov Tpog Kapyndoviovg.

64 STR., I11 4, 7: Meta&d 8¢ t@v tod "Ipnpog Extpondv Koi tdv dxpwv tig [Tuprvng, £¢’
@V dpotot T avedpoto Tod Hopmniov, Tpodt Tapplkov 0Tl TOMC, GAEVOS Hgv, &v
KOAT® 8¢ 18pvév Kal KoTEGKEVAGHET TOTC GANOIC Tkav@dG Kol ovy HTTOV £DAVSpOdGH
vovi tijg Kapyndovoc. mpog yap tag TV Mfyepovav Emdnuiog edQude Eyel, Kol £otv
domep uNTPOTOMG 0V TG £vTOg Ifnpog novov GALG Kol TG EKTOG TG noMﬁ@

65 STR., IIT 4, 8: Kol 1 odpmaca 8’ <n> amd ZmAdv oroviletor Apéot p debpo.
€vtetBev 6’101 Ta EETj¢ evAipEV Kl ydpa yodn) T@V T€ AamTovaY Kol AapTodamtdy Koi
A oV o100tV pEypL Enmopiov avtod &’ éoti MaccaMwt®dv Kticpo dcov teTtapdkovta
diéyov tiig Mupnvng otadiovg koi tdv pebopimv tig Ipnpiag mpog v KeAtkniv: kai
abm &’ €oti mhoa dyadn Kol vAipevog (...)dKrovy <6’> ot 'Eumopitat mpdtepov ynciov Tt
npokeipevov, O vov kadeitot ITakatdmorig, viv 8 oikodoty €v T Nreipw. dimohg &’ £oTi,
Telyel SlwpIopévn, TPOTEPOV TAV TVOIKNTAV TIVOC TPOCOIKOLG Exovoa, ol Kaimep idig
ToMTEVOUEVOL KOOV Oumg mepifolov Exev €BodAovto Tpog Tovg "EAANvag dopaleiog
xépv, dumhodv & todTOV, TEYEL HEGHD OLOPICUEVOV TG ¥POV® & €iC TANTO TOAITELUA
ouvijABov piktov Tt Ek 1€ BapPBapmv kol EAAvik®dY vopipwy, drep kol €1’ GAA®V 1oAY
GUVEPT.
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be at the base of the selection and the careful presentation of these urban cen-
tres®. In contrast, the rest of the/eities follow one another almost like a rosa-
ry, jumping from one location to another, with little more than the consigning
of their names. Here, the weight of Artemidorus — and of other periplographic
sources and/or itineraries not always easy to detect — would have marked these
telegraphic enumerations from the outset.

The rise of the River Iber is the geographical setting for the second greatiep,
isode of the Roman conquest and the initial echoes of the civil wars in His-
panic lands®”. On this occasion, the protagonists would be, in the first case,
those (eitiesthat presented fierce resistance to the conquest and that became
the visible head of the Celtiberian opposition: Segeda and, above all, Numan-
tia, the most renowned in the region®. Once again, we can feel the Polybian in-
fluence in Strabo’s geo-historical account, although, as he himself reminds us,
it is weakened in this case by Posidonius’ points® and, above all, by his own re-
luctance to attribute a deep-rooted and widely developed urban network to the
areas of control attributed to the Celtiberians™. This “vacuum” of eitiesis even
more palpable in the account devoted to the western side of the Hispanic map.
With the exception of a few mentions of Viriatus — whom he accused of being a

¢ Suffice it to note that the description of Cartagonova in Polybius (X 6, 10) and the
debt that Strabo has with it is a paradigmatic case.

67 BELTRAN Lroris 2007, pp. 217-240; BELTRAN Lroris 2017, pp. 525-540.

68 STR., [114, 13: Avtdv 1€ TV Kehtfrpov eig téttapa uépn dmpnuévoy ol kKpaTioTol
paMota Tpog Em giot kal Tpog voTov, ol Apovdkot, cuvantovies Kaprntovoig kol taig tod
Tdyov mnyoic: moAg & avtdv dvopoototdtn Nopoavtio. Edgi&av 8 TNV GpeTnv <€v> 1@
Keltnpik®d morépm 1@ mpog Popaiovg €ikocoetel yevouévm® moAAL Y0P GTPATEO AT
oLV Tyepdoty £p0apn, 1o 8¢ tehevtaiov ol Nopavtivol ToAMOPKOOUEVOL dEKAPTEPTCAV
TV OAyV TV EvOOVTOV TO TETYOC. (Kai ol Aobowveg 08 £MOL i1, GLVATTOVTEG Kol
avtol taig tod Tayov mnyoaic). v 6° Apovdkmv €otl kai Xeynda moMg Kol [TalAavtio.

6 STr., III 4, 13: TToAvBiov &’ gimdvrog Tplakociog avt®v Kotaiboat worelg TiBéplov
I'paxyov kopmddv enot todto 1@ I'pdiym yapicachal Tov &vdpa ToDS TOPYOLS KOAODVTOL
nohelg, Homep &v taig OprapPikoic moumais. kai iowg ovk drniotov T00To Aéyer Kol yop ol
oTpaATI YOl KOl 0l GLYYPOQElG pading £ml TodTo PEpovTaLl TO Yeboua KOAA®TILoVTES TOG
npa&elc. émel kai ol packovteg mAeiovg 1 yihiag tag Tdv IpNpmv VrdpEatl TOLELS €Ml TOVTO
@épecBai ot 00kodGL TOG HEYAMAG KOUAG TOAELG OVOUALOVTEG. OUTE YOp 1 THG YDPOG
@VG1G TOAE®V EMOEKTIKT] TOAADY €07TL S0 TNV AmPOTNTO, T} O10 TOV EKTOMIGUOV KOl TO
aviuepov ob0’ ot Biot kol Tpd&elg avT@v — £ TV Katd TV mapaiioy TV ko’ Nuag —
VIOyopevOVGL TOODTOV 0VOEY" Gyplot YOp Ol KaTd KM 0IKODVTES, TO10DTOL &’ 01 ToALOL
6V IPRpev: ai 8¢ TOLELC HepoDSY 008’ avTal pading, dtav mAeovaln T Tag Hhac émi
Kok@ @V TANGIoV 0lkodV.

70 Cruz ANDREOTTI 2003, pp. 185-227, esp. p. 215.
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Figure 4. First phases of the conquest. Main urban centres

bandit’! — and Decimus Iunius Brutus - who established his base of operations
against the Lusitanians and Callaicans in Moron’ — the discourse in terms of
space and time, based on theleitieg in which he lived, gives way to ethnograph-

ic description.

71 Str., 111 4, 5.

72 STR., II1 3, 1: 300 &’ GvayvoEelg v T01g bepKEEVOLS TTolETTON TESTIONG, HTOV Ol TAT LLOi
vévavtat, |Hote medayilew pev €Ml EKOTOV Kol TEVTHKOVTA 6TAOI0VG KOl TOLETY TAMTOV TO
nediov, &v 0¢ T Emdve avayvoel kKol vnoiov amoiapupavely 66ov TpLakovo oTadimv To
UTKOG, TAGTOG 0& LKPOV ATTOAETTOV TOD KOG, EDOAOES KOl EDAUTELOV. KETTOL &’ 1) VI|G0g
KaTd MOpwva mOAY €0 KEEVNY &v dpet ToD ToTapod TANciov, APESTdCAY THS <EK>TOC
Bordttng ooV mevtakooiovg otadiove, Exovcay 08 Kol ydpav dyadny v méptE Kol Tovg
AVATAOVG EVTETETG, HEYPL LEV TOALOD Kol LEYAAOIS OKAPESL, TO 0& AOLTOV TOIG TOTAUUIONG
(xol vmep TOV Mopwva & ETt pakpdTePOg avamlovg £oti). Tavt ¢ i mdher Bpodrtog 6
KoAraikog mpocayopevbelg opuntnpio yp®dUEVOS ETOAEUNGE TPOS TOVS AVGITOVOVS Kol
KatéoTpeye 0vToug. Toig 62 Tod motapod TrAidpolg éneyeipnoe v Hhoctv, g GV Exot
TOVG AvAmAovg EAeVBEPOVG Kol TOG AVOKOUOAS TV EmTndeiny: GoTE Kal TOV TEPL TOV
Téyov mOAE®V oDTOL KPETIGTOL.
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Figure 5. Areas of development of the Celtiberian and Callaican-Lusitanian
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Evidently, this turn in the narrative is by no means coincidental, for two rea-
sons: firstly, the influence of Posidonius and his writings on Strabo’s conception
of the Indo-European Hispanic area”. Secondly, and here the ethnic-identity
factor would clearly come into play as a selective element™ — that justifying dis-
course based on the antithetical barbarian/civilised rhetoric”” and on the (s
lageteity dialectic’®. It is not necessary to go to other literary or archaeological

73 This influence would not be limited to Strabo’s use of On the Ocean as a source, but
to a much broader management of the production, especially ethnographic and historical,
of the sage of Apamea. Similarly, and beyond recurring to the autobiographical testimony
of Posidonius, Strabo seems to find in his illustrious predecessor some philosophical and
ideological principles that lead him to assume —and even fully justify— the conceptual ap-
plication of the bellum iustum: LAFFRANQUE 1964; MANCINETTI SANTAMARIA 1978-80, pp.
129-142; LasserrE 1982, pp. 867-896; Aujac 1983, pp. 17-29; Suaw 1985, pp. 16-54.

74 CAsTRO-PAEZ 2019, pp. 34-45.

75 THOLLARD 1987; CasTrRO-PAEZ 2004, pp. 243-253.

76 Garcia QUINTELA 2007, pp. 67-112, esp. pp. 101-105.
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sources to know that, in these territories, theei#g as a political-administrative,
historical and geographical entity, is a very functional and well-known phenom-
enon. Strabo himself tells us, for example, about the numerous|eities that pop-
ulate the territory of the Artabrians, although, significantly, he does not list
them”’.

However, for Strabo, the existence of (eitieg and foundational mechanisms,
as civilising elements, are only operative in the septentrional, central and west-
ern areas of the peninsula in a unidirectional way. In this way, the/eities of native
origin do not guarantee, by themselves, the civility of their inhabitants, which
is why Rome granted itself the right to destroy them and to take control of the
process of (re)founding’®. In this sense, we believe that there are two texts re-
ferring to the Celtiberians that are paradigmatic in terms of how and who con-
trols the urban phenomenon and its effects. Thus, on the one hand, there would
be the resounding coda with which Strabo closes the controversy regarding the
number of (eities that populate the peninsula, which have already been men-
tioned a few lines above™. On the other hand, there would be the civilising
effect that radiates from Turdetania and that materialises in those mixed foun-
dations established in formerly belligerent and uncontrolled territories, and
that serves as a finale, precisely, to the description of the southern territories®.

The different phases through which the civil conflict between the Popu-
lares and the Optimates in the peninsula goes through will be the next histori-
cal step detectable in Book III. Thus, as has already been mentioned, on both
sides of the banks of the Iber the death throes of the Sertorian campaigns will
be felt, and these notes will serve as an introduction to the clashes between

2019, pp. 1-12; Castro-PAEZ 2019, pp. 34-45.

79 STR., I11 4, 13: énci kol ol packovteg TAEiong ) yidlag tag TdV Ipnp@v ddpEut TOAELG
€mi T0010 Pépecbai pot dokodot TAG HEYAANS KOUG TOAELS OVOLALoVTEC. 0VTE YOp 1 THG
ADOPOC VOIS TOAEDV EMOEKTIKT] TOAADY £0TL S0 TNV ATPOTNTO 1} O10 TOV EKTOTIGHOV
Kol TO avipepov 0B’ ot Biot kal Tpaelg adtdv — £ TMV KOTO TNV Topaiioyv TV ko’
NUAG — VIAYopeHoOVOL TOLODTOV OVOEV" (ypPlot YaP Ol KATO KMLOG 0iKODVTEG, TO0DTOL O’
ol moAAol TV Ippwv: oi 8¢ TOAEIC uepodoty 00d’ avtar peding, dTav TAEOVALN TO TéC
VAog Eml Kok TOV TANGIoV 0ikoDV.

80 STr., III 2, 15: ai te¢ vOv ovvokicuévar wokelg, 1 1€ év 1ol Kehtkoig ITag
Avyodota kol 1 &v 1oig Tovpdovroig Adyodota Huépira kol 1 mepl tovg KeAtifnpog
Kaowoapavyodota, kol dAlor Evion katotkion v HETAPOATNY TOV Aeybelio®v ToMTEIDY
guoavifovor kai on @V IPMpwv doot Tavtng elot Thg 16€ag toydtol Adyovtal (év o6&
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Pompeians and Caesarians, the early stages of which also occurred in this geo-
graphical area®, and later in the Guadalquivir valley. Once again, the eitiegserve

81 STR., III 4, 10: €Bv@V 1 Ydpa, YVOPUOTATOV 6& TOD T®V TaKkKNTOV®Y AEYOUEV@MV.
00710 8’ Ap&hpevov amod Tiic mapwpeiog The katd v [Tupnvny &ig T tedio mAoTOvETOL KOl
ovvamtet Toig mepi TAépdav kol ‘Ockav yopiolg toig v TAepyetdv 00 TOAD Gnmbev 10D
"IBnpog (v 0¢ taig mOheot TaTOLG ETOAEUEL TO TEAEVTAIOV XepTdPLOg — Kaid v Kadayovpt
‘Ovackdvov moAel Kol i Topariog &v Tappdkovi kal &v 1@ Huepookoneim — petd v
gk Keltpnpav éxkntootv: €tededta 6’ év 'Ookq. kol ** TAépdag Hotepov A@paviog Kol
ITetpniog ot to¥ IToumniov otpatnyol kKotemorepnOnoay Vo Kaicapog 100 Ocod). diéyet
8¢ 1) TAépda tod pev "Ipnpog g £mi dvotv i6vtt otadiovg ekatov eEnkovra, Tappakmvog
8¢ mpog votov mepl teTpakociovg EENkovta, mpog dpktov 0 "Ockag meEVTAKOGIONg
TeTTapdrova. 10 TovTev de Tdv TopdvE N £k Tappdkmvog éni tovg Ecydtovg émi 1)
Qreavd Ovdokmvag tovg kata [opmaiimwva koi v &’ adtd ¢ Qreavd TOidGcovvag
oMV 080G €071 6TadimV doyIM®V TETpaKOGinyY TPOg adTd T THg Akvitaviag dpto kol
i Ipnpiag. Toaxkmtavol 8’ eiotv &v oic 10T pév Teptdprog Emorépet mpog Hopmiov,
Votepov &’ 6 Tob [Toumniov viog LéEtog mpog Tovg Kaicapog otpatnyodc. vmépkettol 6
i Toxkntoviog Tpoc dpktov 1o Tdv ‘Ovackdvev E0voc, év @ modg Mounailov, O dv
IToummiov moMg.
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to articulate the narrative: Osca — where Sertorius’ days ended tragically —, Iler-
da — Pompey’s centre of operations, dramatically forced to surrender by Caesar
— and Munda — the metropolis in the middle valley of the Guadalquivir where
the future dictator will definitively defeat the Optimates. Many other urban cen-
tres of varying importance pivot around it, but with two clear links in common:
their location on the banks or in the vicinity of these two great vectors of Ro-
man penetration into the peninsula, such as the Baetis and the Iber, and con-
sequently their already long, and in some cases century-old, link to the Urbs.

The closure to the whole process of transformation from republic to em-
pire that is illustrated by Strabo in Book III through the peninsular eitieg has
its crowning moment in the Augustean military operations. On this occasion,
all the mechanisms work again: some irreducible peoples in this case, Cantabri-
ans and Asturians — located in a harsh and rugged habitat, and with an innate
tendency to savagery and barbarism —, will require the presence of the emper-
or himself and Agrippa, his right-hand man, to achieve their submission. Once
they have been neutralised, the reorganisation not only of the Mediterranean
coastal areas and those linked to the Baetis and Iber basins, but of the entire
peninsula, will not be long in coming. The obsolete bi-provincial model will
give way to administrative restructuring which will, as has already been stated,
be the culmination of the Strabonian narrative®2,

Sertorius’ progress in Hispania is broken down and systematised in SALINAS DE FRrias
20006, pp. 153-174. For an introduction to the Pompeian and Caesarian campaigns, see
HarmanD 1970, pp. 181-204; FERREIRO LOPEZ 1988; AMELA VALVERDE 2002.

82 STR., III 4, 20: Novi 8¢ @V Erapyldv TOV HEV Amodelyfelc®dv T® dNU® Te Kol TH
OLYKAMT®, T@V 0& T@® Myeudvt Td@v Popaiov, 1| uév Bottkn npockettatl 1@ dpo, Koi
TEUTETOL OTPATIYOG E° aOTNV ExmV Tapioy T€ Kol Tpecfevtv: Oplov &’ avtig tedeikact
pdc Nd mAnociov Kaoth®vog. 1 8¢ how) Kaicapdc €oti, méumovronr & m’ adtod 0o
TPeGPevtal, oTPATIYIKOG TE Kol DITATIKOG, O LEV GTPOTNYIKOG EXxmV GUV abT® TpecPevtny,
dikaodotowv Avcttavolg toig mapakelpévols tf] Bottiki] kai dwateivovst péypt 100
Aovpiov motapod kol TV EKPoAdY adToD (KaAodot yap obTm TV ydpay Todtny iding &v
@ TopovTL Evrodba 6 Eott kal 1| Adyodorta Huepita): 1 <d&> Aowrn — adtn &’ €otiv 1|
mielot thg Ipnpiog — V7O TG VIATIKD NYEROVL GTPATIAY TE EXOVTL AELOAOYOV TPLDYV TOL
TAYHETOV Kol TPEGPEVTAC TPEIC. MV O PEV 300 EY@V TAYHOTO TAPAPPOVPEL THV TEPAV
00 Aovpiov macav €ml Tag GpkTovg, v ol pev mpdtepov Avoitavovg Eleyov, | ol d&
viv KaAlaikovg kahodol cuvantel 8€ T00TOLG T TPOCEPKTIO HEPT LETO TOV ACTOPOV
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oM Nolya kai minciov €k 100 ‘Qkeavod avayvolg opilovca tovg AcTupag Gnd TOV
Kavtappwv). v &’ Efc mapmdpetov uéypt ITupnvng 6 6e0tepog 1@V TPecPEVT®dY T TOD
£TEPOV TAYUATOC EMGKOTETL, O OE TPITOG TNV HEGOYALOV" GUVEXEL O T TAV <TOYATM®V> 110N
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Figure 7. Civil wars in Hispania. Main urban centres

This whole late-Republican and high-Imperial stratum of the geo-histori-
cal account in Book III can no longer depend, as is logical, on two of Strabo’s
three great referents, so far, as were Polybius and Artemidorus. On the con-
trary, there is no doubt that the ethnographic traces of Posidonius continue
to be evident in the depiction of the Cantabrian ethnic groups and it is possi-
ble that the episodes linked to Pompey owe more to the sage of Apamea than
his successor suggests®. However, it is also true that being a contemporary au-
thor — or almost — of many of the events recounted, some of the information

01koDVTEG HEXPL TAV TPOG BaAGTIN Hep®DV). a0TOG 6€ O Myepmv Stoxeludlel pev €v toig
émboratTiaiog pépeot, kol pdiiota T Kapyndove kai tff Tappdkovi dikatodotdv,
Bépovc 8¢ mepietotv Epop@dv del Tva TOV deopévay ETavopBmcems. giot 6 Kal nitpomot
100 Kaicapog, inmikol dvopeg, ol SlavEHOVTES TO, XPMUATO TOIC OTPOTIOTOLS &G TNV
droiknotwv Tod Piov.

83 It ought to be taken into consideration that, in addition to On the Ocean, Posido-
nius would have written a general historical work called to continue that of Polybius and
a History of Pompey, with whom he would have had a close relationship: LAFFRANQUE
1964, pp. 109-151.
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he tells us could have come to his knowledge during his various stays in Rome
or thanks to his contacts with the Roman military elitelsfor instance his friend-
ship with the Prefect/Gaius-Asulas, with whom he would have travelled around
Egypt. Nor do we think it is unreasonable for Strabo to use a source of Latin
origin, such as the historical work of Caesar and the corpus linked to it* o, as

has been proposed for other books, the geographical work of Agrippa and even
that of Augustus himsel®

If, finally, we move on to the cultural criterion in a literary perspective, we
see how Homeric aetiology and exegesis are used to make the extreme western
lands of the ecumene apprehensible to the Greek imagination. Thus, mythical
or supposedly mythical places — in this specific case, cities of the same name® —
enter into historical-literary criticism not to “overcome” the mythical state, but
to serve as a basis and support for the process of knowledge and appropriation
of the West. The direct consequence of this process, already seen from a Lat-
in perspective, will be Romanisation®”. From this approach, the guiding thread
that guides Strabo’s narrative would rest on two main pillars: firstly, the search
for rational causes for Posidonius; secondly, the speculations and taste for the
(false) etymologies characteristic of Asclepiades of Myrlea, who makes the the-
ory of exoceanism and the evemerization of the Homeric stories by Crates of

Malos his own®. This discursive register would appear infbeelg]Il in response

84 Some indications, such as Strabo’s mention of Munda as the metropolis of the re-
gion (111 2, 2) may point in that direction, although the philological difficulties of the cor-
pus lead us to be prudent and take this more as an option than a certainty: CAsTRO-PAEZ
2021, 117-124.

85 Here again we come up against the problems generated by the transmission of these
sources, which have given rise to a wealth of literature that is not accessible in the frame-
work of this work. In the case of Agrippa, there is no consensus among researchers when
it comes to establishing the very nature of the geographical work of Augustus’ son-in-
law, defending the existence of a geo-descriptive text, a map, or both elements, the latter
being complementary to the former. To a greater extent, the very small number of frag-
ments attributable, undoubtedly, to the possible text only complicates its assessment: Ar-
NAUD 1990, pp. 1182-1298 for a complete state of the question. In the case of Augustus,
the intrinsic problems of the Res Gestae are compounded by the controversies regarding
other epigraphic documents such as the Bembibre’s bronze and the substantial interpreta-
tive variations that the acceptance of certain hypotheses entails from a legal, administra-
tive and chronological point of view: LASSERRE pp. 867-896; RAMAGE 1987.

86 Port of Menestheus: Str., Il 1, 9; Odysseia: Str., 111 2, 13; Amphilochi, Hellenes,
Opsicella: Str., 111 4, 3.

87 PErEZ VILATELA 1995, pp. 321-344; PrRONTERA 2017, pp. 175-184.

88 Especially, in the excursus collected in Str., III 4, 3 regarding the presence of the
Nostoi in peninsular lands.
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to different casuistry. Thus, the mention of places related to the mythological
cycles in peninsular lands, above all, referring to the journeys of Odysseus (le
ysseia) and the other nostos (Ampbhilochi, Hellenes or Opsicella — the latter three
located in such an eccentric territory as the Callaican-Cantabrian area —) re-
spond to a rationalist mechanism that was developed during the Hellenistic
period and with which the aim was to recreate, in distant lands, a picture of
cultural references that would allow the alien character of these places to be at-
tenuated in the Greek world®. This mechanism is developed on the basis of a
critical and historical-literary reflection and not in an unconscious way as it cer-
tainly could have been produced in archaic times during the colonial expansion.
Together with this mechanism of euhemerism we would also find a call forlegg
ymology that would also seek, in an exercise so much to the liking of ancient
ethnography, to establish links — even if fictitious — with familiar toponyms to
the Greek ear. Hence those pairs like Zacynthus/Saguntus™ or Tartarus/ Tart-
essus’ that seem to have their origins in terminological speculations developed
by Asclepiades in a context of the Hellenization of the origins of the Iberi-
an Peninsula. Although perhaps the most significant example of this record is
again to be found in Gades and his area of influence. Due to its location, it has
been linked since archaic times to the theories of exoceanism and the contro-
versy surrounding the Columns as ecumenical landmarks — with all the conno-
tations that this entails — and it is the location of Heracles'last civilising feats®.

It is, we believe, by taking into account all these elements that we should try
to approach the role of theleiggin Strabo’s beele]Il. Although this depends,
and in no small part, on the set of sources available Strabo, we think that it may
be of great interest to analyse it with these three registers in mind and see how
they are prioritised, in one case or another, by the author to insert the peninsu-
lar urban frameworks into such a specific historical process as the culmination
of the Hispanic conquest by Rome.

89 ProNTERA 2017, p. 175.

% Str., I1I 4, 6.

ol Str., 111 2, 12.

92 STr., IIT 5, 3-10. Regarding the role played by Gades in the Phoenician-Punic and
Greek world, in general, and the role of the temple, in particular: TsirkiN 1981, pp. 21-27;
CRruz ANDREOTTI 1994, pp. 57-85; ALVAREZ MARTI-AGUILAR 2014 pp. 13-33.
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