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BACKGROUND

Humans who experience adversities like neglect or maltreatment during childhood are twice as likely to develop mental health disorders such as anxiety and depression in adulthood.
Recently, the science behind “Early Life Adversity” has been implemented in animal models to understand the neurobiological mechanisms underlying the effects of early adversity on the brain
and its influence in the vulnerability to adult stress. In rodents, maternal separation is an early-life adversity model that can mimic the long-term consequences in brain and behavior of people
that suffered early adversities. For this reason, this work proposes a two-hit animal model (Infancy Stress + Adult Stress) to investigate how the possible alterations in the brain might alter
normal behavior, leading to development of mental disorders later in life.

OBJECTIVE

The analysis of motivational, exploratory and stress-coping behavior between male and female mice subjected to a two-hit experimental model (Infancy Stress + Adult Stress).

METHODS
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Reduced center time in the Open Field only in RS males but not MS, Increased swimming time only in MS+RS females, not in
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