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I have been so privileged and fortunate to have had such a long, enjoyable and fulfilling career 

in science. I will start the talk by reminiscing about my slow start with a rather mediocre 

performance in high school. I will then go through the various stages of my career, from 

undergraduate through to PhD student to postdoc, group leader to eventual Institute Director . 

There will be some science, quite a few (I hope) humorous anecdotes and a reflection on the 

rather non-planned path that took me to where I am today . Most important is to acknowledge 

all the wonderful colleagues and lab members over the years who have been responsible for any 

success I have had. 

 


