The teaching crisis in less developed countries
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Abstract: There is a huge concern on the influence of teachers on students’ cognitive
learning. However, little is known about the causal impact of teachers’ knowledge on
students’ performance. In addition, this effect is likely to change depending on the
group of countries and regions under analysis. In the current research, we propose to
study this subject for sixth grade teachers and, concretely, for less developed regions.
To achieve this aim, we have employed the heterogeneity within-student between-
subjects of teachers’ subject knowledge on students’ academic achievement.

We have found that, for the countries under analysis, teachers’ subject
knowledge does not have a significant influence on students’ academic achievement;
many robustness checks have supported this result. This could be indicating that, in
these countries, teachers do not have enough knowledge to teach students, what brings
some policy implications.
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